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The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Chairwoman  Pauline  Harrell  at  5:00  P.M. 
Ms.  Harrell  opened  the  hearing  on  CHURCH  GREEN  and  asked  Marcia  Myers  to  read 
the  NOTICE  OF  PUBLIC  HEARING  DATED  October  2,  1979,  into  the  record: 

NOTICE  OF  PUBLIC  HEARING: 

The  Boston  Landmarks  Commission  will  hold  a  public  hearing 
on  TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  23,  1979,  concerning  the  designation 
of  CHURCH  GREEN,  101-113  SUMMER  STREET  as  a  Landmark 
according  to  the  provisions  of  Chapter  772  of  the  Acts  of 
1975.  The  hearing  will  be  held  in  the  BRA  Board  Room  on 
the  9th  floor  of  Boston  City  Hall  at  4:30  P.M.   Report  on 
the  proposed  designation  is  available  at  the  offices  of 
the  Commission,  Room  944,  City  Hall. 

Marcia  L.  Myers 
Executive  Director 

Chair:    The  purpose  of  this  hearing  in  to  present  the  findings  of  the  study 
report,  to  hear  testimony  from  'interested  parties,  and  to  acquire 
information  which  will  help  the  Commission  to  make  a  decision. 
Marcia,  would  you  read  the  definitions  and  criteria  for  Landmarks. 

M.  Myers:  First,  I  will  read  the  definition  of  Landmark  as  found  in  Chapter  772 
of  the  Acts  of  1975: 

"Landmark,  any  physical  feature  or  improvement  designated  by 
the  Commission  in  accordance  with  Section  Four  of  the  Statute 
as  a  physical  feature  or  improvement  which  in  whole  or  in  part 
has  historical,  social,  cultural,  architectural  or  aesthetic 
significance  to  the  city  and  the  Commonwealth,  the  New  England 
Region  or  the  nation." 

And  Section  Four  further  goes  on  to  describe  the  criteria  under 
which  the  Commission  may  designate  a  Landmark. 

I  will  now  read  briefly  from  the  study  report  on  CHURCH  GREEN. 

"The  report  pertains  to  113  Summer  Street  and  101-103  Summer  Street 
located  in  the  Central  Business  District  at  the  intersection  of 
Summer,  Bedford  and  Lincoln  Streets,  a  site  commonly  referred  to  as 
'Church  Green'.  The  buildings  were  constructed  to  house  commercial 
tenants  and  have  remained  in  continuous  commercial  use. 
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"Historical  Significance 

The  Church  Green  Building  is  significant  historically  because  of  its 
associations  with  the  early  history  of  the  New  England  Shoe  and 
Leather  Manufacturers'  and  Dealers'  Association,  a  leading  trade 
organization  serving  the  interests  of  one  of  the  city's  principal 
19th  century  business  industries. 

The  Shoe  and  Leather  Association  was  formed  in  1869,  and  in  1877  it 
moved  to  new  offices  at  the  Church  Green  Building,  at  which  time  the 
Association  seemed  to  take  a  new  lease  on  life,  and  had  a  much 
larger  enrollment  of  members.   During  this  period  the  shoe  and 
leather  industry  was  a  major  activity  in  New  England,  and  that 
activity  was  centered  in  Boston. 

Eastern  Massachusetts  was  the  nation's  largest  producer  of  shoes  and 
leather,  and  the  Boston-based  New  England  Shoe  and  Leather  Association 
served  as  a  central  focus  for  all  trade  activity.  The  Church  Green 
Building  is  the  only  surviving  structure  associated  with  the  19th 
century  growth  and  development  of  this  pt)werful  trade  organization, 
which  influenced  commercial  activity  in  the  area  from  the  post- fire 
period  through  the  beginning  of  the  20th  century.  It  was  built  to 
replace  an  earlier  granite  commercial  building  (c.  1869-79)  which 
was  probably  designed  by  Jonathan  Preston  and  was  destroyed  by  the 
great  fire  of  1872.  Earlier,  Bui  finch's  famous  octagon-shaped  New 
South  Church  had  stood  on  the  site. 

The  Church  Green  Building  is  one  of  the  finest  of  the  masonry  'com- 
mercial palaces'  to  survive  from  the  rebuilding  of  the  burnt  district 
left  by  the  fire  of  1872.   It  is  a  visual  landmark  for  persons 
entering  the  center  city  from* the  expressway  or  South  Station.  The 
building  is  an  excellent,  largely  intact  example  of  the  French 
academic  architectural  principles  which  played  an  important  role  in 
American  architecture  during  the  1870' s  and  '80' s. 

101-103  Summer  Street,  the  second  building,  is  important  as  a  well- 
executed  post-fire  commercial  building  exemplifying  the  work  of 
Nathaniel  J.  Bradlee  (1829-1888).  A  native  of  Boston,  Bradlee  was  a 
well-known  architect  of  commercial  buildings.  The  architect  for  the 
Church  Green  Building  itself  is  not  known. 

"Relationship  to  the  Criteria  for  Landmark  Designation: 

The  Church  Green  Buildings  clearly  meet  the  criteria  for  Landmark 
designation  as  established  by  Section  4  of  Chapter  772  of  the  Acts 
of  1975  in  that  they  are  structures  which  are  identified  with  a 
leading  industry  of  the  New  England  region  and  are  distinctive 
examples  of  an  important  Boston  building  type  which  is  inherently 
valuable  for  study.  One  of  the  buildings  represents  the  work  of  a 
major  Boston  architect. 
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"Background: 

This  again  was  originally  a  pleasant  and  uncrowded  residential 
neighborhood.   The  focaJ  point  was  the  Bui  finch  Church.   It  then 
became,  in  the  1850' s,  a  commercial  area,  and  those  changes  were 
reflected  in  the  architecture  of  the  new  area.  After  the  fire  of 
1872,  the  burned  district  was  rebuilt  with  structures  described  as 
'the  palaces  of  Boston  merchants'  (in  a  contemporary  newspaper); 
hence  the  term  'Commercial  Palace  District'  was  derived  which  the 
staff  finds  eligible  for  the  National  Register. 

"Staff  Recommendations: 

The  staff  of  the  Boston  Landmarks  Commission  recommends  that  the 
Church  Green  Building  and  101-103  Summer  Street  be  designated  in- 
dividually as  Landmarks  under  Chapter  772  of  the  Acts  of  1975,  and 
that  the  properties  be  nominated  to  the  National  Register  of  Historic 
Places  as  part  of  the  'Church  Green  District'.  The  staff  recommends 
two  individual  designations,  because  the  buildings  do  not  share  a 
common  architect,  construction  date,  or  history  of  ownership,  and 
are  legally  separate  entities.  The  standards  and  criteria  recom- 
mended for  administering  the  design  review  of  buildings  provided  for 
in  Chapter  772  are  included  in  the  study  report  and  are  recommended 
to  be  adopted  for  designations. 

Chairwoman  Harrell  reminded  all  present,  before  beginning  to  hear  testimony, 
that  written  statements  are  acceptable  until  three  working  days  after  the 
hearing;  oral  testimony  should  be  limited  to  five  minutes  each  person;  and  if 
organizations  are  represented,  one  spokesperson  speak  for  each  organization. 
There  was  no  counsel  present;  there  were  no  elected  officials  present  or 
executive  directors  of  agencies  having  power  to  review.  However,  Marcia  Myers 
read  a  letter  submitted  from  Patricia  L.  Weslowski,  Executive  Director, 
Massachusetts  Historical  Commission  as  follows: 

October  12,  1979 


"Dear  Ms.  Myers: 

At  its  October  10,  1979  commission  meeting,  the  Massachusetts  Historical 
Commission  voted  unanimously  to  recommend  that  the  Church  Green  buildings, 
101-103  and  105-113  Summer  Street,  be  designated  as  a  Boston  Landmark. 
The  buildings  have  tremendous  historical  importance  to  the  city  and  are  one  of 
the  few  surviving  large  masonry  commercial  structures  of  the  period  immediately 
following  the  fire  of  1872." 

Ms.  Harrell  then  asked  if  there  were  any  individuals  who  were  directly  involved 
with  the  buildings  under  consideration,  such  as  owners,  managing  agents, 
tenants,  etc.,  who  wished  to  testify. 
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Mr.  John  Bennett  stepped  forward  and  identified  himself  as  Trustee  of  Church 
Green  Trust,  the  owner  of  the  building.  The  owners  have  read  the  Boston 
Landmarks  Commission  study  report  and  are  presently  preparing  architectural 
survey  drawings  of  existing  conditions.  Mr.  Bennett  stated  that  they  do  not 
have  specific  plans  for  restoration  of  the  building  at  this  time,  but  are  in 
favor  of  the  designation. 

Tenants 

Mr.  Jordan  Ross  of  Savon  Shoes,  a  tenant  at  101  Summer  Street,  inquired  as  to 
what  future  plans  there  were  for  the  building,  and  why  he  had  not  been  notified 
about  recent  change  of  ownership.   Roger  Lang  clarified  the  BLC  role  for 
Mr.  Ross  at  this  hearing,  explaining  that  the  hearing  is  related  to  the  potential 
designation  of  the  building  as  a  Landmark;  not  to  any  changes  which  might 
occur  subsequent  to  its  being  declared  a  Landmark.  Were  it  to  be  made  a 
Landmark  and  changes  proposed  thereafter,  there  would  be  additional  hearings 
related  to  those  changes. 

Ms.  Harrell  explained  also  that  we  are  responsible  for  notifying  owners  of 
properties  being  considered,  and  abuttors  owning  properties-,  also,  that  we  do 
publish  in  the  newspaper  a  legal  advertisement  giving  date,  time  and  place  of 
hearing,  and  indicating  the  availability  of  the  study  report  on  the  property 
under  designation. 

Marcia  M  yers  added  that  the  BLC  is  in  a  reactive  process  in  the  sense  that 
any  changes  proposed  by  the  owner  are  reviewed,  but  the  Commission  is  not 
proposing  particular  changes  to  take  place.  When  the  owner  submits  his  plans 
on  a  property  which  has  been  designated  a  Landmark,  there  would  be  a  public 
hearing  for  design  review  at  that  time. 

There  were  no  other  persons  present  in  any  category  who  wished  to  testify  for 
or  against  the  designation. 

Libby  Blank  asked  Mr.  Bennett  if  he  had  reviewed  the  standards  and  criteria, 
and  he  replied  affirmatively. 

There  was  no  further  evidence  to  be  submitted. 

The  Chairwoman  declared  the  Public  Hearing  on  Church  Green  closed  at  5:15  P.M. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
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